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RETAC Council Meeting Minutes 

 

Date:   January 17, 2017 

 

Location:  Limon Ambulance Service 

   110 A Avenue 

   Limon, CO  80828 

 

Attendance:  See attached list 

 

A quorum was present.  Rob Handley, Council Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:02 PM.  

Introductions from those in the room and on the phone.   

 

 I.   APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

Kim Schallenberger, Regional Coordinator, presented the proposed agenda.  Pat Ward moved to accept 

the agenda as presented.  Richard Johnson seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 

 

 II.   ELECTION OF 2017 OFFICERS 
 

Rob turned the meeting over to Kim for the election of the Council Chair for 2017.  Kim asked for 

nominations for the position of Council Chair.  Rachel Smith nominated Rob Handley for Chair.  Richard 

Johnson seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 

 

Kim turned the meeting over to Council Chair Rob Handley for the election of Council Vice Chair and 

Secretary.  Rob asked for nominations for the position of Council Vice Chair.  Jesse Smith nominated 

Tim Dienst for the position of Council Vice Chair.  Wendy Erickson seconded the motion.  Motion 

passed. 

 

Rob asked for nominations for the position of Council Secretary.  Jesse Smith nominated Wendy 

Erickson for the position of Council Secretary.  Rachel Smith seconded the nomination.  Motion passed. 

 

The Executive Council for 2017 will be: 

 Rob Handley  Council Chair 

 Tim Dienst  Council Vice Chair 

 Wendy Erickson Council Secretary 

 

 III.   APPROVAL OF October 18, 2016 MINUTES  

 

Minutes were reviewed by those present.  Richard moved to accept the minutes as presented.  Wendy 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 

 

 IV.   FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

Kim presented documents reflecting the financial activity of the regional office for October, November, 

and December 2016.  Richard moved to accept the financial report as presented.  Pat seconded the  
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motion.  Motion passed.  Rob Handley, Tim Dienst and Wendy Erickson abstained from the vote due to 

their initial review of the documents on a monthly basis. 

 

Kim provided the Council with a document showing the various purchases made by each County using 

their designated funds during the past quarter and a summary of the past twelve months.   

 

 V.   CORRESPONDENCE  

 

There was no correspondence for the meeting. 

 

 VI.   ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

There were no announcements at this time. 

 

 VII.   REPORTS 

 

A) Officers 

 

None at this time 

 

  B) Regional Coordinator 

 

Kim Schallenberger, Regional Coordinator, informed the Council that most items would be covered 

during the regular agenda.   

 

Kim reminded everyone in attendance about the upcoming 16th Annual Plains to Peaks EMS/Trauma 

Conference to be held in Limon, April 28-30, 2017. 

 

Kim spoke about the following topics: 

 AMLS Class in El Paso County completed and four new instructors ready to work with Memorial 

EMS Education. 

 Kim has been an active member of the SEMTAC Air Ambulance Task Force.  The legislation 

and rules are complete.  The remaining duty of the task force is to make recommendations to the 

department about nationwide certification bodies. 

 Kim has been attending the local healthcare coalition meetings as time and schedule permit.  

There is a statewide exercise coming in June 2017. 

 There were trauma site reviews in the last quarter.  Memorial North had their Level III 

redesignation.  Pikes Peak Regional Hospital also successfully completed their Level IV 

redesignation. 

 Kim delivered some donated equipment to agencies/facilities. 

 Kim is helping to coordinate local stakeholders into a potential 911 diversion program using 

Priority Medical Dispatch. 

 

 VIII.   OLD BUSINESS 

 

A) State Council Report 
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Kim provided the Council with his notes from the recent SEMTAC meeting and the quarterly update 

from the EMTS office.  Several topics were highlighted by Kim including:  open positions on the 

SEMTAC, Community Integrated Healthcare Task Forces, Chapter III rules regarding trauma designation 

fees, and the new EMR rules.  Discussion about each of the items took place and questions were 

answered. 

 

Kim provided an informational document showing the fees added to each registered license plate 

including the funding for the RETACs, the EMTS Provider Grant, and the statewide EMS system. 

 

  B) Board of Health Rules 

 

This included the Chapter III trauma rules, the Air Ambulance rules, and the EMR rules.  Kim answered 

questions about each. 

 

C) Legislative Update 

 

Tim spoke about state and federal legislation and provided an update.  He encouraged attendees to contact 

Senator Bennett regarding the Access to Emergency Medicine bill in Washington D. C.   

 

The EMS at the Capitol event will be February 27, 2017.  Tim encouraged all in attendance to attend. 

 

Tim explained some potential changes coming with the mileage reimbursement for CMS which expires at 

the end of 2017.  He is working with stakeholders to make the reimbursement level permanent.  He also 

spoke about changes forthcoming with the Gallagher Rule.  This will potentially reduce the “residential 

assessment rate” for property tax by more than 1%.  This would hit the budgets of government providers 

pretty significantly. 

 

Tim updated the group on the work of the Medicaid Rate Review Committee and the Community 

Integrated Health task forces. 

 

D)  State Provider Grant 

 

Kim updated those present about the progress of the FY17 EMTS Provider Grant statewide.  He also 

spoke about the RETAC FY17 Consolidated Grant and its progress. 

 

Rob reminded everyone that the FY18 Provider Grant application opened online on December 15th.  He 

encouraged everyone to work with Kim to submit a complete application prior to the February 15th 

deadline.  There will be a grant workshop at Manitou Springs Fire Department on January 24th. 

 

Kim provided a document showing the usage of the CREATE educational grant within the Region.  He 

encouraged more participation by agencies and facilities. 

 

Rob asked for volunteers to review grant applications during the Regional EMTS Provider Grant Hearing.  

Those volunteering included:  Rich Johnson, Rob Handley, Tim Dienst, Candy Shoemaker, Ted Sayer, 

Nate Lenn, Jesse Smith, Nicole Richards, and Gary Koop.  The grant hearing will be held at Black Forest 

Fire Rescue on March 8, 2017 from 0900-1200. 
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E) Statewide RETAC Forum 

 

Kim and Rob updated the group on the December Forum in Loveland.  The next Forum is scheduled for 

February in Gateway. 

 

F) Pediatric Issues 

 

Carolle Anne Banville provided two documents and an update on the status of Memorial UC Health and 

pediatric care in Colorado Springs.  The system has been able to rebuild to the point where they are able 

to keep the vast majority of pediatric trauma patients in Colorado Springs.  Pre-hospital pediatric 

destination guidelines will also be updated to reflect this enhancement. 

 

G) Drive Smart Colorado, CDOT Grant 

 

Kim informed the Council that the relationship between the RETAC and CDOT to provide occupant 

safety education has been in place for seven years.  The RETAC contracted with Drive Smart Colorado to 

fulfill the objectives of the grant for all seven years.  CDOT made some changes to how the grant was 

going to be administered going into the FY17 cycle which were not favorable for the RETAC.  The 

Executive Council made a decision to dissolve the relationship between the RETAC and CDOT based on 

these changes.  CDOT will now contract directly with Drive Smart Colorado to provide the same services 

and education across the Plains to Peaks RETAC.  Kim will continue to work with Drive Smart Colorado 

in their efforts to enhance seat belt usage.  The net effect at the local level will not change but the fiscal 

relationship between the RETAC and CDOT has been discontinued. 

 

 IX.     NEW BUSINESS 
 

A) Posting of Meeting Notice, Minutes 

 

Kim provided a document showing the official posting of meeting agendas and housing of minutes for 

2017.  By consensus, the Council agreed with the document. 

 

B)  FY18 Consolidated Grant 

 

Kim reminded the Council about past efforts to offer a statewide consolidated equipment grant hosted by 

the Plains to Peaks RETAC.  He spoke about the support from Cheyenne County, fiscal agent, in the past 

and thanked them for their support.  Kim noted that he asked the Council for guidance at the last meeting 

and was encouraged to request input from the region’s agencies/facilities.  Kim stated that there was not a 

significant amount of support for another consolidated grant for FY18 and if the RETAC sponsored one it 

would be mostly for the benefit of agencies outside the RETAC.  Therefore, with guidance from the 

executive council, the Plains to Peaks RETAC decided not to offer a consolidated equipment grant for 

FY18.  The group agreed to revisit the option before the next grant cycle. 

 

C) Goal Progress 

a. Education:  Kim spoke about the upcoming conference, the AMLS course, 

and the recent outreach education provided to the rural/frontier facilities by 

Centura and University. 
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b. Finance:  Kim stated that there has not been a significant amount of progress 

on this goal for a variety of reasons.  Scheduled meetings have had to be 

cancelled and now with the recent national election there is potential for 

additional changes to healthcare finance. 

c. Rules/Legislation:  Kim spoke about the involvement of regional 

stakeholders in a wide variety of areas regarding this goal.  He thanked the 

participants and encouraged more to engage with the upcoming 

opportunities. 

d. Regional Medical Direction:  Kim informed the group about the transition of 

numerous agencies from the old ImageTrend platform to the “Elite” platform 

for data reporting and patient care reports.  The CQI analyst continues to be 

an active participant with the state data task force and the conversion to 

NEMSIS 3.0.  Kim noted that the rewritten pre-hospital guidelines and the 

smart phone application are very near completion and should go live in the 

first quarter of 2017. 

e. Kim reminded the Council that the FY17 Biennial Plan is due on June 30, 

2017.  He encouraged them to carefully consider potential goals for the plan 

to be discussed during the April 2017 meeting. 

 

D) Roundtable Discussion 

 

Rachel Smith:  There will be TNCC classes in conjunction with Centura in Burlington in January and in 

April at Lincoln Community Hospital.  They also have ACLS and PALS to be scheduled in the near 

future. 

 

Wendy Erickson:  There will be TNCC classes in addition to those mentioned by Rachel.  May at St 

Francis in Colorado Springs.  They also have TCAR scheduled for June.  The Penrose-St Francis Trauma 

Symposium is scheduled for May 12 at the Cheyenne Mountain Resort.  The PSF system is scheduled to 

go live with “Epic” in April. 

 

DJ Head:  Lifeguard 6 pediatric helicopter at Children’s Hospital Colorado will begin service in April 

hopefully. 

 

Rich Johnson:  Just reminded everyone about the upcoming public health exercise in June. 

 

Tim Dienst:  Reminded those present to please contact Senator Bennett regarding the federal legislation. 

 

No other additional comments from those present. 

 

X.                        ADJOURNMENT 

 

With nothing further to discuss, Rob adjourned the meeting at 1447. 

 

The next meeting of the Plains to Peaks RETAC will be April 18, 2017 in El Paso County 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Kim E Schallenberger, Regional Coordinator 


