
April 13, 2017 SEMTAC Meeting Notes 

 

SEMTAC Chair Rich Martin called the meeting to order; a quorum was present.  Minutes from the 

January meeting were approved. 

 

Chief Rich Martin and Division Director Randy Kuykendall took this time to recognize three current 

members of SEMTAC who are leaving due to term limits. 

 Larimer County Commissioner Lew Gaiter (has also been appointed to the Board of Health) 

 Dr. David Dreitlein, Montrose and Capt. Rob Hudgens, Pueblo 

Division of OIT ex-officio SEMTAC member Bill Voges has also been promoted to another 

position and will be leaving SEMTAC. 

Chief Martin spoke about several positions on SEMTAC which have open applications. 

 Persons applying for the positions must have applications into the department by May 1st. 

Randy introduced two new members of SEMTAC. 

Dr. Krista Turner replaces Dr. Barry Platnick as a Level II Trauma surgeon.  She is from Medical 

Center of Aurora. 

 Commissioner Shawn Wood replaces Commissioner Buddy Smalls. He is from Clear Creek. 

Randy introduced three new staff members at the EMTS Branch. 

Anne Strawbridge, JD.  She will be working in the investigations area as the enforcement 

supervisor. 

 Dale Knochenmus will be a statistical analyst in the data section. 

 Curtis Nations will be replacing Bill Voges from the Division of OIT. 

Randy thanked three current staff members for their service as they leave the department. 

 Scott Byars is leaving the data section for another appointment with the health department. 

 Allison Schriff is leaving the data section for the Department of Corrections. 

 Martin Duffy will be leaving the department in early June to join Denver Health. 

Randy presented a state of Colorado flag to former state EMTS medical director, Dr. Art Kanowitz. 

 

Chief Martin reminded all present about the dates for the upcoming SEMTAC meetings. 

 2017    2018 

     Jan 10-11, 2018 

     Apr 11-12, 2018 

 Jul 26-27, 2017   Jul 11-12, 2018 

 Oct 11-12, 2017   Oct 10-11, 2018 

 The October 2017 SEMTAC meeting will be held in Breckenridge.  Details to come. 

 

Dr. Jeff Beckman, state EMTS Medical Director, provided an update on the work of the Community 

Integrated Health Care Services and the Community Paramedic Endorsement task forces.  The two 

groups have been meeting separately to work on issues specific to their focus.  The two groups will meet 

together on April 26th to begin the process of combining their work and to evaluate the draft rules.  Dr. 

Beckman stated that he hopes their work will be completed by June 2017. 

 

Will Dunn provided an update on the work of the Emergency Medical Practice Advisory Council, EMPAC. 



During their February meeting, the group reviewed 16 waiver applications.  Four new and six renewals 

were approved. Five were tables for more information.  One was a transfer between medical directors.  

Will reminded everyone that the Chapter 2 scope of practice rules are currently being reviewed and 

potential updates considered.  He also noted that the EMS Regional Medical Directors have officially 

formed a committee under the EMPAC. 

 

Randy provided a brief legislative update.  He noted that the bill to address rules surrounding “free 

standing emergency departments” didn’t get out of committee during this session.  Randy also noted 

that the Air Ambulance and the Emergency Medical Responder rules will be heard before the Board of 

Health next week. 

 

Jeanne Marie Bakehouse, EMTS Branch Chief, brought the draft Data Rules before the SEMTAC for 

action.  SEMTAC recommended approval of the draft rules which should now go before the Board of 

Health in the near future. 

 

Eric Schmidt, EMTS Funding Section Manager, provided updates on the FY17 and FY18 grants. 

 FY17:  The department received progress reports from most agencies.  Those still needing to 

provide documentation have been contacted. 

 FY17:  Over 40 projects have been completed.  Approximately half of the grants funds have been 

paid to grant applicants.  Last quarter, two additional grants were funded for equipment 

through reversions.  There is potential for 2-3 more grants to be funded if reversions come in 

soon. 

 FY17:  Within the last quarter, there was an Emergency Grant funded to replace the motor in an 

ambulance in the southwest. 

 FY18:  There were 21 financial waiver applications.  The review approved 17 of them to move 

through to the rest of the grant process. 

 FY18:  There is only one remaining Regional Grant hearing which will occur next week.  The 

SEMTAC grant hearings are scheduled for May 11-12. 

 FY18:  There were 109 Provider Grant requests totaling over $8M in state funds requested with 

approximately $7M in state funds available to award. 

 FY19:  Eric also requested approval from the SEMTAC for the FY19 Incentive Category 

application form.  SEMTAC approved. 

 

Grace Sandeno, Trauma Program manager, was absent for this meeting.  Jeanne Marie Bakehouse 

brought forward a request to SEMTAC for recommendations on trauma designation for two Level II 

facilities. 

 Parker Adventist Hospital in Parker received their triennial review by ACS last quarter.  All 

criteria were met with no deficiencies.  SEMTAC recommended to approve their redesignation 

as a Level II trauma center for another three year cycle. 

 Skyridge Medical Center in Centennial received their one year review after an initial review as a 

Level II center moving up from Level III.  There were some Not Met deficiencies on the first 

review.  The majority of those areas had been addressed but there were numerous new Not 

Met deficiencies after this review.  A new Trauma Director joined the team five months ago and 

spoke to the SEMTAC about their progress.  After much discussion, the SEMTAC voted to 



recommend the facility for redesignation as Level II trauma center with a full re-review in one 

year.  The vote was 13 for, 4 against, and 3 abstentions. 

 Martin Duffy provided a powerpoint presentation with data about the trauma system injuries 

over the past 10 years.  Very good. 

 Martin presented the Positively Collaborative Award to Twink Dalton. 

 

For his SEMTAC Chair report, Chief Rich Martin spoke briefly about the recently approved “End of Life” 

vote in Colorado.  He encouraged all stakeholders to consider guidelines for dealing with these potential 

patients right away so providers are educated on the issue. 

 

Dr. David Dreitlein provided an update on the work of the Air Ambulance Task Force. 

 The group met last week to consider three applications for entities wishing to be considered by 

the department for certification of air ambulance services. 

o CAMTS:  recommended for approval on an 8-0 vote of the task force 

o NAAMTA:  recommended for approval on a 5-2 vote of the task force 

o Eurami:  recommended for approval on a 7-1 vote of the task force 

 Dr. Dreitlein asked that the Task Force be decommissioned as their work has been completed.  

SEMTAC approved the request. 

 

Dr. David Dreitlein provided an update on the work of the Designation Review Committee. 

 Eight facilities reviewed during the last quarter received no deficiencies and were redesignated 

at their current level. 

 One facility had one deficiency and was recommended for redesignation with a plan of 

correction, Community Hospital, Grand Junction, Level III 

 Dr. Krista Turner, Terri Foecterle, and Dr. Tiffany Mare were recommended for appointment to 

the DRC.  SEMTAC approved the appointments. 

 

Dr. Scott Beckley provided an update on the work of the Data Task Force. 

 Over 60 agencies have voluntarily migrated to the Elite Platform of Imagetrend. 

 The draft data rules were presented to SEMTAC for approval. 

 Version 3.0 of NEMSIS is scheduled to go live in January 2018 

 

Carol Gould, CDOT, provided an update on the work of the EMTS Injury Committee. 

 I was unable to attend this meeting.  I understand most of their work can be found on the 

following website:  www.VIPreventionCO.com 

 The committee members are considering an effort to write an Incentive Category request for 

the FY19 Provider Grant. 

 Carol spoke briefly about the Child Fatality Report and encouraged interested parties to review 

the report. 

 

Dr. Christine Darr provided an update on the work of the Pediatric Emergency Care Committee. 

 Sean Caffrey spoke about the schedule for the Pediatric Mobile Simulation trailer.  It is being 

reserved into 2018 at this point.  He also noted that they will be receiving their grant funded 

high fidelity pediatric mannequins in the near future. 

http://www.vipreventionco.com/


 Eileen Brown spoke about the Child Fatality Report 

 The ENA Pediatric Readiness campaign is moving forward. 

 The group discussed a document under consideration for improving communication with EMS 

regarding child with special health needs. 

 Dr. Kathleen Adelgais and Mike Archuleta were approved by SEMTAC as members of the PECC. 

 

John Hall provided an update on the work of the Public Policy and Finance Committee. 

 Eric Schmidt provided an update on the status of the FY17, FY18, and FY19 grant processes. 

 The committee heard presentations from five applicants for System Improvement funding.  The 

will provide their scores to the department and awards will be made public by July 1. 

 The committee reviewed the FY18 Regional Medical Direction grant applications.  All were 

approved for funding. 

 The committee reviewed the FY18 RETAC Supplemental Funding applications.  10 were 

recommended for approval.  They requested additional information regarding the other 

application. 

 

Chief Bruce Evans provided an update on the work of the Safety Committee. 

 Items discussed during the meeting included:  Responder Resiliency programs, EMS Mental 

Health resources, Ambulance crash data, and Ambulance standards. 

 Shirley Terry spoke about the National Safety Summit scheduled for August 2017. 

 

Dr. Charles Mains provided an update on the work of the Statewide Trauma Advisory Committee. 

 The developer of the CALS course is going to bring the full course to Colorado in a few months.  

They are looking for volunteers to take the course and provide feedback.  Free! 

 Dr. Mains presented a federal document entitled “Toward Zero Preventable Deaths”.  The group 

felt the intent of the document was laudable but there was concern about the cost and logistics 

of implementation.  More information to come. 

 Dr. Mains asked for comments on the draft rules which include the scoring tool and review team 

composition for trauma designation. 

 Dr. Mains led a discussion about facilities who may be designated at a level lower than the 

resources available within the institution.  The group felt no need to compel facilities to raise 

their designation level. 

 

The FirstNET Colorado group provided an update to SEMTAC on the status of the national 

communications program. 

 

Jeanne Marie spoke about the EMTS Branch Report.  A copy of the report can be found online at:  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B0tmPQ67k3NVaDZwamdyVGJoa3M 

She also noted that there are currently nine states who have approved the REPLICA program.  Several 

additional states are currently ready to join.  This program will allow pre-hospital providers to move 

from state to state with their certifications. 

 

These are only my notes from the meetings.  If you have questions, please feel free to contact me. 

Kim E Schallenberger 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B0tmPQ67k3NVaDZwamdyVGJoa3M

