
SEMTAC Meeting Notes 
January 7-8, 2026 

 
SEMTAC Chair Richard Cornelius called the meeting to order with a quorum present. 
 
New members of SEMTAC include: 
 Dr. Fredric Pieracci, Level I Trauma Surgeon, Denver Health 
 Dr. David Donahue, Level III Trauma Surgeon 
 Keith Keesling, County Emergency Manager, Dolores County 
 
Richard Cornelius noted there are two vacancies on the CREATE Expert Review Committee 
 Keith Keesling and Tracy Lauzon volunteered to sit on the ERC 
 
October Minutes were approved. 
 
A letter from the NE RETAC regarding Path4EMS and the order of usage for mental healthcare was read 
into the record. 
 
Upcoming SEMTAC meetings 
 2026     2027     2028    
      Jan 13-14    Jan 12-13 
 Apr 8-9    Apr 7-8    Apr 12-13 
 Jul 8-9     Jul 7-8      Jul 12-13 
 Oct 7-8 (Foothills RETAC Location) Oct 13-14    Oct 11-12 
 
Martin Duffy presented the Triennial Review of AdventHealth Littleton for the review of SEMTAC. With no 
deficiencies, SEMTAC recommended AdventHealth Littleton for redesignation as a Level II. 
 
Martin presented the quarterly Positively Collaborative Award to Jason Martin with UC Health Memorial 
Hospital in Colorado Springs 
 
Amber Viitanen presented the Excellence in Quality Care & Data Reporting to Nucla-Naturita FPD 
 
Will Dunn provided an update on the work of the Emergency Medical Practice Advisory Committee 

• The group last met in Keystone on November 5-6 at the EMSAC conference 
• Will Dunn was re-elected as the Chair and Dr. Maria Mandt as the Vice Chair. Dr. Wright will 

continue to lead the statewide RMD group. 
• EMPAC will have a special meeting January 22nd to continue discussions about changes to the 

Chapter Two Scope of Practice. 
• EMPAC will have a special meeting January 23rd to discuss options for mental health patients 

when law enforcement is not available. 
• Next regularly scheduled meeting is February 9th 



Chris Duran provided an update on the work of the Designation Review Committee 
• Four facilities underwent triennial reviews and emerged with no deficiencies. Recommended for 

redesignation at the current level 
o East Morgan County Hospital; Level IV 
o Estes Park Medical Center; Level IV 
o Poudre Valley Health; Level III 
o Sterling Regional Medical Center; Level III 

• Three facilities underwent triennial reviews and were recommended for redesignation with a Plan 
of Correction. 

o Mt San Rafael; Level IV 
o Sedgwick Cou8nty Medical Center; Level IV 
o Denver Health Winter Park; Level V 

 
Carter Smith provided an update on the work of the Education Committee 

• Eric Lucas noted that the NREMT dashboard is currently down so no statewide pass rates are 
available 

• NESEMSO and NHTSA are currently updating curriculums 
• Eric Lucas will be doing a data review about renewal options and how certified personnel are 

renewing 
• The committee will be reviewing guidance for mental health education as credits for renewal 

 
Marci Dowis provided an update on the work of the Prevention Committee 
 
Dr. Feeney provided an update on the work of the Pediatric Care Commiottee 

• Julie Ramstetter and Dr. David Donahue are new members; still one open position as an RN w/ 
TNCC 

• Nicolena Mitchell is providing pediatric equipment/training analysis for each RETAC 
 
Richard Cornelius provided an update on the work of the Public Policy & Finance Committee 

• Caroline Furman provided data about updates to the standard educational course fees with a 
request for the committee to approve for FY27 and beyond. 

• Christine McGroarty presented one of several spreadsheets showing the status of the HUTF EMS 
Account. PP&F and the SEMTAC each had significant discussions about the declining fund and 
how to mitigate the effects. No solution at this time 

• FY26 Grant cycle moving forward as well as the FY27 cycle 
• Val Peaslee reported on the work of the Grant Task Force 

o The grant timeline has been shifted by two months at the recommendation of the TF. 
o The TF is working diligently to update the scoring tool in an effort to simplify and remove as 

much bias as possible 
• Scott Fitzgerald reported on the work of the Path4EMS Task Force 



o The taskforce had reviewed options to provide funding and ways to reduce benefits in an 
effort make the system more financially sustainable 

o Ultimately, the task force asked the PP&F to reduce the number of sessions available for 
providers. This was passed by the PP&F committee but tabled by the SEMTAC 

o The motion by the task force also included a request for $1.2M in funding to support the 
program. This motion was unanimously defeated by the PP&F committee. 

• Financial Waiver Review 
o New members were added to the review process 

• RETAC Funding Proposal 
o Continued discussions about this funding request and the Path4EMS needs were heard. 
o No solution has been developed 
o The SEMTAC voted to have additional meetings to further consider options 

 
G Wagner provided an update on the work of the Safety Committee 
 
Dr. Josh Poles provided an update on the work of the Statewide Trauma Advisory Committee 

• Kiva Thompson spoke about attendance and presentations during the most recent TQIP 
conference 

• Marci Dowis updated the group on the work of the Whole Blood Coalition and status of programs 
across the state 

• Martin Duffy indicated that the Stop the Bleed program continues and has funding yet to support 
schools 

• Julie Ramstetter provided a short presentation on the work of the SLV RETAC 
• Martin Duffy reminded the group that the Chapter Three rules will be opened and updated next 

year. The group is taking time now to consider possible changes and work on solutions. These 
include: 

o 300.2 Consultation 
o 305.3 B(1) Mandatory consult for Level III and IV trauma centers on patients requiring MTP 
o 305.3 B(3) Mandatory consult for Level III and IV trauma centers for all spinal column 

fractures 
o The group had good discussion about the three topics and good consensus on potential 

changes. 
• The Interfacility Task Force has been restarted with their first meeting to be at 1300 this afternoon. 

 
The EMTS Branch leadership provided updates but I was not able to attend as I had another meeting to 
attend. 
 
These are my summary notes and should not be considered as official 
 
Kim Schallenberger 
 
 


